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TO OUR CLERGY, HIEROMONKS AND BROTHERS, RELIGIOUS SISTERS, SEMINARIANS
AND BELOVED FAITHFUL

Praise be Jesus Christ!

TIME TO REFLECT ON WHY WE ARE HERE IN THIS WORLD

With the commemoration of St. Philip on November 14" (Gregorian Calendar) or
November 27t (Julian Calendar), we begin the customary fast or preparation for the Feast of
the Nativity of the Birth of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. It coincides with the hectic
season of pre-Christmas preparations, shopping for gifts for others, and invitations to
participate in many social festive events. It truly becomes a challenge for us to withdraw
ourselves from our earthly appetites, as we attempt to facilitate more time for prayer and
meditation. When we become overwhelmed by such preparations, many of us step back and
wonder whether all these things really add to our happiness and our feelings of contentment.
We reflect on why we are here in this world.

Pope Francis, in the Apostolic Exhortation, “Joy of the Gospel”, says that you and | are
“a mission on this earth”, and that is the reason why you and | are here in this world. We are
called to live as missionaries who feel genuine happiness in seeking the good of others, in
desiring their happiness. It is who we are. The Holy Father calls us to draw nearer to others
and to seek their welfare. In turn, our hearts are opened wide to the Lord’s greatest and
most beautiful gifts. “Whenever our eyes are opened to acknowledge the other, we grow in
the light of faith and knowledge of God”.

The recent beatification of Saint Teresa of Calcutta reminds us of a life dedicated “to
give until it hurts”. Mother Teresa gave of herself until it hurt, as she continued to give of her
understanding, compassion, care and devotion. She revealed to us that every person is
worthy of our giving. Pope Francis reminds us that “every human being is the object of God’s
infinite tenderness, and He himself is present in their lives. Every person is immensely holy
and deserves our love”. Why are you here in this world? Pope Francis tells us so beautifully,



that “if | can help at least one person to have a better life, that already justifies the offering of
my life. We achieve fulfillment when we break down walls and our heart is filled with faces
and names!”

Herein lies our challenge during “Pylypivka” or Advent. Be still, calm yourself and hear
the voice of Jesus in your life in prayer and meditation. Go about your daily life energized
with the closeness of the Lord in your heart. Let Jesus be the source of your energy and that
which you need for daily life. Choose to draw nearer to others seeking their betterment in
small ways. Open your eyes to be become more aware of others and their challenges in life.
Listen. Observe. Share of yourself in increased attentiveness to others. Share from your
abundance. Pope Francis observes that “we do not live better when we flee, hide, refuse to
share, stop giving and lock ourselves up in our own comforts. Such a life is nothing less than
slow suicide”.

You will come to know that “it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).
You will be able to “give until it hurts” because it will not hurt. Jesus will not ask more of you
than you can handle. You will do it with His joy and peace overtaking you. And, you will have
come to understand why you are here in this world as you prepare to celebrate the Feast of
the Nativity of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

God bless you in ways only He can as you journey through “Pylypivka” or Advent in
anticipation of the birth of Jesus in the cave at Bethlehem.
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NACTUPCbKE NOC/TIAHHA
IEPAPXIB YKPAITHCbKOI KATOZIMLbKOI LLEPKBU CLUA HA MUTUNIBKY
BCEYECHILLOMY AYXOBEHCTBY, NPENOAOBHOMY MOHALLECTBY, CEMIHAPUCTAM,
HALLMM AOPOTUM BIPHUM YKPATHCbKOI KATOJIULIbKOT LLEEPKBU B CMOJTYYEHUX
LWUTATAX AMEPUKU

Cnasa Icycy Xpucry!

YAC 3AAYMATHUCA HAA TUM, AN1A HOro M XUBEMO B LIbOMY CBITI

Big paHa cBatoro Muauna, Aakuih npunagae Ha 14-te nuctonapa (3a MPUropisHCbKUMM
KaneHgapem), un 27-me nucronaga (3a KOniaHCbKUM), PO3NOUYMHAETLCA TPAAMUIAHMIA nicT
ANA NPUroTyBaHHA A0 CBATKYBaHHA Pi3aBa, uM HapoaKeHHA Haworo Nocnoga i Cnaca Icyca
Xpucra. BiH 36iraerbca 3 rapAYkoBOIO NOPOIO Nepeapi3aABAHMUX NPUroTyBaHb, TOHUTBOIO 3a
nogapyHKkamm, 3anpolleHb A0 y4yacTi B Pi3HUX CBATOYHMUX 3axogax. Lleit uac gilicHo cTae
BUK/IMKOM — fAIK BigMOBMTUCA Big, HAlUMX 3eMHMX NMpPUCTpacTen i yainutn 6inbwe yacy Ha
MOAUTBY Ta po3aymu. barato 3 Hac, nepeobTAKeHi UMMM NPUroTyBaHHAMM, BpeLTi
Bi4CTOPOHIOIOTLCA BiZ, YCbOro Lboro i 3anuTyloTb cebe, um cnpasgi yci Wi pedi NpUHOCATb Ham
paaicTtb i BTixy. Mun 3amucatoemocs Hag, TUM, ANA YOrO MU }KUBEMO B LLbOMY CBITi.

Nana ®paHuuck B ANOCTONIbCbKOMY NOyYeHHi «Pagictb €EBaHrenia», roBoputb, WO BU i A
«MA€ETe MeTy XKUTTA Ha 3eMAi», i Wo ue € NPUYNHOLIO, HOMY BU i i KMBEMO Ha 3emni. Buia
NOKJIKAHI XUTU AK MicCiOHepwu, AKi nepe)KMBaloTb WMPY PagicTb Big, nparHeHHA aobpa ana
iHWwux, Big, 6a)kaHHA im pagocti. Takumu mun €. Ceatiwmii OTeub 3aKAMKAE Hac
36AMKyBaTUCA 3 iHWMMM | A4iaTh im Ha 6aaro. Y BianoBiab Hawi cepuA WMPOKO BigKPUIOTLCA
ANA Hanbinbwmx i HanuvapiBHiwmx locnogHix papiB.  «KoXKHOro pasy AK Hawi oui
BUCNOBAIOKOTb BAAYHICTb IHLULMM, MM 3POCTAEMO B Bipi M Ni3HaHHI bora».

HewopaasHa 6eatndikauia ceatoi Tepesu 3 KanbKyTu npuragye Ham Npo KUTTEBY NOCBATY
«pasatn, ax go 6ono». Matn Tepesa Bipgaasanaca ax o 6onio, ane npogosiKysana
YAiINnATU CBOE 3p0O3yMiHHA, cniBYyTTA, TYpbOTY i BigAaHicTb. BoHa 3acBigumna Ham, WO KOXHa
ocoba AocTOitHa Hawoi epToBHOCTI. Mana ®paHUMCK Haragye Ham, WO KKOXKHA NIOACHKA
ictota € 06'ekTom Boxkoi 6e3mekHOoi f06poTH, | BiH cam NpucyTHiA B ixHbOMy KUTTi. KOXKHa



ocoba € 6e3amipHO cBATa i rigHa Hawoi A0b6oBI». 3apagu Yoro BU KuUBeETe B LbOMY CBITi?
MNana PpaHUUCK TaK rapHO FrOBOPUTb NPO Le: AKW,O A 3MOXKY NMOMOITU NPUHAWMHI OAHIN
NIOAWHI 3HAUTKU Kpalle XUTTA, LUe BXXe BUNpPaBAA€E AapoBaHe MeHi Xutta. Mwu 3ailicHioemo
CBili 060B'A30K, KON PYMHYEMO CTiHM i1 Hali cepua HaNOBHIOKOTbLCA 06NYUAMM i1 imeHaMmKU ! »

Y ubomy nonarae Haw BUKAMK B 4aci Muaunisku. 3ynuHiTbCA, 3acnokoiiteca i
npucnyxaiteca Ao ronocy lcyca B BawoMy 4aci moautBu i po3paymyBaHb.  Kusitb
NOBCAKAEGHHUM KUTTAM HaTXHeHHi 6au3bkicTio 3 Nfocnogom y Bawomy cepui. Hexan Icyc
CTaHe A)Kepeniom Balloi eHeprii i Toro, Wo BN NnoTpebyere B WoaeHHOMY XUTTi. Ob6epitb
36NMXKEeHHA 3 iIHWMMMU, LIYKAlouM Ti APibHI peui, AKi cKpacATb iXHE XKUTTA. BigkpunTte oui, wob
nobauntn iHWMKX i iXHi KUTTEBi BUKAMKU. Cnyxaute. Cnocrtepiraiite. Yainaute csoto
niasuweHy ysary iHwum. [initbca csoimmn pocrtatkamu. NMana ®paHUUCK 3ayBaXKYE, LLO «MU
He XMBEeMO Kpallie, AKWO YTIKAEMO, XOBAaEMOCA YU BiAMOBAAEMOCA AiNUTUCA, NEPECTaEMO
[ABaTU | 3aMUKAEMOCA B Hawomy Kom¢opTi. TaKe KUTTA € HiUMM IHWMM AK NOBiNbHUM
camorybctsom».

Bu pisHaeteca, wo «binbwe wacra - gasatn, Hixk 6patn» (Ai. 20, 35). Bu byaete 3aaTHi
«paBaTh ax ao 6onwo», 60 ue He 6yge 6onitn. Icyc He nonpocuTb Big Bac 6inblOro, HiX BU
3moXKeTe HecTU. Bu 6ygete pobuTtu ue 3 papgicTio U MmUpom, AKi oBonOAIKOTL Bamu. | Buy,
NPUroTOBAAIOUYUCD [0 CBATKYBaHHA Pisgsa Haworo locnoga ¥ Cnaca Icyca Xpwucra,
3p0o3yMmieTe, 3apaamn HOro BU XKUBETE B LLbOMY CBiTi!

Hexaii Bor 6narocnoButb Bac Auwe Momy BiAOMMMM WINAXaMM Yy Bawiii NOAOPONKi
MuauniBkolo B O4iKyBaHHi CBATKYBAHHA HapoAXKeHHA Icyca B cTaeHUi B Budpneemi.
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