The Icon Corner

657 The part of the home where icons are placed is called the icon corner. The name in English
(as also the Ukrainian, pokuttia) derives from the custom of placing the icons in a corner (kut).
For Christians, the corner of a house is a reminder of Jesus Christ, "the cornerstone.” Arranging
such an icon corner in a home truly consecrates a place for God in the life of the family.
Customarily there were three icons in such a corner: one of Jesus Christ, another of the Mother
of God, and a third of St. Nicholas. Christ, as the head of the Church Body, is the model for the
husband, the head of the family. The most holy Mother of God with the Child Jesus is the perfect
model for the mother and the children. And St. Nicholas is an example of compassion and
hospitality.

658 In significant moments of family life, the parents bless their children with these icons.
Before beginning the school year, or leaving home for the military service, the children are
blessed with the icon of Christ, and before marriage with the icon of the Mother of God. A
family prays together and grows together in virtue in the presence of these icons. This corner is
also the place for main Christian books: Holy Scripture, a prayer book, and a catechism.

[TokyTTs

657 Micrie B mOMEIIKaHHi, JI¢ pO3MIIIYIOTh 1IKOHU, HA3UBAETHCS TIOKYTTSAM. Ha3Ba «IIOKYTTSI»
MMOXOIUTH 31 3BUYAI0 PO3MIIIATH 1IKOHH B KYT1 XaTH. KYTOK, «PIir» XaTH B XPUCTUSHCHKOMY
PO3yMiHHI € «HApDKHUKOMY, 0 03Ha4ae Icyca Xpucra — «HapiHUN KaMiHbY». 00JIallITyBaHHS
TaKOTO «IIOKYTTS» 03HayYae, 1o bor ailicHo 3aiiMae «micuie» B XKHUTTI ciM’i. 3a3BHuail ikoH OyIo
Tpu — Icyca Xpucra, [Ipecssitoi boroponuni ta csToro Mukonas: Xpucroc — sik ['maBa tina
LIEPKBH — € B3ipIieM 4YosIoBika — riaBu ciM’i; [Ipecsita boropoauis 3 qursam-Icycom e
JOCKOHAJIMM B3iplieM mMarepi Ta ii aiTeid, a cBATHit MuKonail — mpuKkiaa MUJIocepas Ta
TOCTUHHOCTI.

658 V 3HauyIi XBUJIMHNA CIMEHHOTO KUTTS 0aThKH OJIaroCIOBIISIIOTh JITEH iIKOHAMU: 1IKOHOKO
Xpucra — repej| iXHIM BiIX0/I0M Ha HaBYaHHS a0o 110 BilichbKa, ikoHOIO boropoauiii — nepen

onpyxxeHHsM. CiM’s repe]] IKOoHaMHU CIIUTBHO MOJIUTBCS Ta 3pOCTa€e B 0JIaro4ecTi. Ha MOKYTTI
30epiraroThCs TOJIOBHI XPUCTUSHCHKI KHUTH: CBsATe [ITMChbMO, MOJIMTOBHUK 1 KATEXU3M.



