
The Holy Scriptures

In his providence, God envisaged the transmission of his Revelation also in written form. This 
would give the opportunity to preserve his Revelation unchangeable, and to transmit it from 
generation to generation throughout human history. People inspired by God transcribe God's 
word forming the Bible (from the Greek Biblia, meaning books), which we call Holy Scrip-
ture. “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful”  (2 Tm 3:16). Holy Scripture is the Word 
of God addressed to every human being. Therefore, it is relevant in every time and every 
place. The Holy Scriptures are a collection of books, written under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit by holy people, which the Church of Christ has received and preserves as the Word of 
God. These books comprise the canon of Holy Scripture, which the Church has identified in 
the light of Apostolic Tradition. This canon includes 47 books of the Old Testament and 27 of 
the New Testament.  (#38) 
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