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Christ is Born!

“Today Christ is Born of the Virgin in Bethlehem. Today, the eternal One has a beginning, today
the Word becomes incarnated. All the heavenly powers rejoice, and all who dwell on earth are
happy. The magi offer the gift to the Master, the shepherds proclaim the marvel; and we cry
aloud unceasingly: Glory to God in the highest and on earth, peace and good will to all.”
Stichera at the Praises, Matins of the Nativity of Our Lord.

The liturgical texts of the Nativity of Our Lord often repeat a word “Today” and call everyone
to respond to God’s invitation. Emmanuel - God with us came to the world over two thousand
years ago and was greeted with marvel by shepherds and magi offering him homage and gifts.
If we want that joy of Christmas to invade our lives, we must do what the shepherds did so
long ago. We must come to our parish churches and bow before the newborn King. Hope is
available but only to those who will humble themselves and bow in faith before the Lord Jesus
Christ.

We often think about Jesus Christ each year in the Christmas season. We are deeply touched
by the beauty of the nativity scene, and resolve to know Christ personally, follow Jesus in our
daily lives and be with Him. But, then the Christmas season passes and the pressures of a
new year lead us away from the manger. There is great danger in coming near to Christ but
never making a commitment. Sooner or later, we must make a personal commitment that
Jesus Christ will be our Lord and Savior. Every time we put it off, it becomes harder the next
time.

May God give us, the grace to make room in our hearts for Jesus Christ! The angel said, “For
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior.” “Unto you.” “For you.” He came for us!
This is where Christmas becomes intensely personal. [t's not enough to say abstractly that we
believe Christ came. Many people say that and are still lost in their search for the living God.

” o«



It’s not enough to say that Christ came for someone else. We can never be saved until we say,
“Christ came for me. He died for me. He rose from the dead for me.” Two thousand years ago
God sent a gift wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. Jesus is God’s Christmas
gift to us. But we will never experience Christmas joy until we personally receive God’s gift—
the Lord Jesus Christ. There is left to each of us a choice. What will we do with the Christ-child
this Christmas? Will we run to meet him and make him welcome in our hearts? Will we sing
with the angels or will we be too busy to go to see the babe in the manger? Will we open our
hearts and our homes to Jesus?

Today, let us come and welcome Emmanuel - God with Us. Let us with joy welcome Christ
among us! The beauty of this personal encounter with the living God will call us to share this
“Good News” with others. This is the same message the shepherds received from the angels.
If we want to experience the real joy that Jesus wants for us, then we must learn to share! By
sharing what God has so generously given to us, we will receive an even greater gift - the gift
of joy. This is the true joy. Itis found in a Person - in Jesus Christ our Savior. This joy flows
out of a relationship with the One who never changes, the One who never lets us down, the
one who never leaves us or forsakes us - the Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior.

On this Christmas day, let us come to our churches and personally encounter this great joy.
Let us experience the life-giving Christ. Then, with the deep personal conviction we will be
able to share this “Good News” with those whom we encounter in our daily lives, and say to
one another “God is among us”!

Christ is Born!
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PI3/IBSIHE IACTUPCBHKE ITOCJIAHHA IEPAPXIB
YKPATHCBKOI KATOJIMIIbKOI IEPKBH CIIIA
BCEYECHILLIOMY AYXOBEHCTBY, IPENNIOJJOBHOMY MOHAIIIECTBY,
CEMIHAPHUCTAM, HAIIIUM IOPOTM BIPHUM YKPATHChKOI KATOJIMLIBKOI
IIEPKBHU B CIIOJIYYEHUX ITATAX AMEPUKH

Xpucmoc Poxcdaemuvces!

“Cvozo0ni Xpucmoc Hapodxicyemovcs 6 Budgpsaeemi eid [lisu, cvozodHi Besanouwamkosuii
nouyuHaemucs i C1080 cmae mijsoMm; HebecHIi cuau paditoms i 3em/s5 3 A0JbMU 8eCeAUMbBCS;
Mydpeyi Baaduyi dapu npuHocsimbe i nacmupi nodusssitoms HapodxceHozo. Mu e pa3 y pas
suzosowyemo: Caasa 80 suwiHix bozy, i Ha 3emal mup, 8 11005x 641a2080iHHA.” (CTUxHpa
YTpeHi PizgBa)

Y niTypriiHux Tekcrax PizgBa XpHUCTOBOro 4acTo MOBTOPIETHCS CJIOBO "choroHi" i /10 HAC
yCiX JIYHa€ 3aKJUK BifinoBigaTy Ha boxe 3anpoiieHHsa. EMManyin - 3 HaMmu bor, npuiiiioB y
CBIiT MoHaz ABi THCAYI poKiB TOMy, i Moro mpuBiTasu macTyxu Ta 1api, HOKJIOHAKYUCH Ta
npuHocsuu Momy gapu. Jlis Toro, o6 MpUHHATH L0 Pi3ABAHY PaZicThb Y CBOE XKUTTs, HAM
TAaKOX CJIiJ, HacJilyBaTH MNACTyXiB, NPUHMIIOBIIM A0 HAMMUX HapadisibHUX IEPKOB,
NOKJIOHUTHCA HOBOHapopkeHoMy Llapesi, mokipHo Ta 3 Bipoto Bigzaroun Homy yecTs,
CroBHUTHUCA HAAIE.

Ko>xHoro poky Mu 4yacTille lyMaeMo Ipo HOBOHapo/pxkeHoro Icyca Xpucra caMe y pi3fBAHUN
yac. /lo r/IMGMHM Ay1i HaC TOPKAE cleHa HapokeHHs boxoro CMHa, CTOHYKal04M 0COGUCTO
Horo mizHaBaTH Ta iTH ciaigom 3a HuMm y HamoMy noBcCAKAeHHOMY KUTTI. OfHAK, LUKJI
pi3IBAHUX CBAT BiJIXOAUTh, i TYypOOTH HOBOTO POKY Bi/IBOJIiKalOThb HAC Bij sices, y SIKUX
nepe6yBae HoBoHapomxenuit Cnacutesb. HaM ciif He sivie Ha6n3uTUCA 10 XpUCTa, asle
NpUMHATH TBep/y NOCTaHOBY, 106 NpuitHATH Horo, sk Hamoro ['ocnopa i

CnacuTtenia. [HKoY, el KPOK CTaE Aeasli BAXKIUM.

Hexaii F'ocriofp 3ilmie Ha Hac 61aroaTh NpUiHATH Moro 1o Hamux cepenn! AHres ckasas:
"Bo chorosiHi BaM HapoauBcs B MicTi JlaBuga Cnacutenn”. CiioBamu "BaM" 4yu "aJig Bac”,
AHren HaroJsiomye, 1mo XpucToc NpUHIIoOB came paau Hac. Came TyT Pi3sBo cTae 4MMOCh
oco6ucTUM. HelocTaTHRO aGCTPAKTHO CKa3aTH, 1[0 MU BipyUMO y NMpuXia XpUcTa Ha 3eMJII0.
Xou 6GaraTo Jiojed lie KaKyTb, aJie Bce Ie NepebyBalThb y MOIIYyKy »XHUBoro bora.



HepocTaTHbO cKasaTH, 1[0 XpUCTOC NPUUIIOB paJiu CHACiHHSA KOTOoCh iHIIOro. Mu Hikoiu He
3MOXXeMO OyTH CIIaCEHHHWMHU, MOKU He 36arHemo, 10 XpUCTOC MPUKILIOB paau MeHe. Bin
noMmep 3a MeHe. BiH Bockpec 3 MepTBUX paJiu MeHe. /IBi THcA4i pokiB ToMy Bor nocsiaB HaMm
NOJIAPYHOK, IKUKA O6YB OOGrOpHYTHH B MOJIOTHSHUM OZMAT i JiexaB y scaax. Icyc € Boxxum
Pi3IBAHUM NOJ@apYHKOM JIJIsl HAC, OJIHAK, MM HiKOJIM He 3M0OKeMO 30aruyTH 1jporo TaiHcTBa
Ta MepexuTu 1 Pi3fABaHY pajicTb, MOKKU ocobucTo He npuiiMeMo boxuit gap - Focnoja
Icyca Xpucrta fj0 cebe. Mu cToiMo niepe/;i BUG0OPOM, IK HaM 3ycTpiTH e Boxe JlutsaTko. Yu itu
HMomy Ha 3ycTpiu i 3anpocuTu 0 cBoro cepus? UM crmiBaTH 3 aHTesaMM, 9M depe3 CBOI
mo/ileHHi Typ60TH He 3MOITH NMPUHTH MOKJOHUTHCA Homy HapomkeHoMy y fcnax? Uu
BIIKpUTH Halli cepud i Hawi oMiBKU aJs Icyca?

PanicHo mpuBiTaliMo cborogHi EMManyina - bora, skuii € 3 HaMu. | Hexa#l 1 ocob6ucTta
3ycTpiu 3 Huwm, xuBuM borom, cnoHykae Hac moainutuca 1iew "Jo6porwo HoBuHOK" 3
IHIMMU. [0 HOBUMHY MACTyXM OTPHUMaJM Bij aHresiB. fIKII0O MU X04eMO IEpPeXUTH
CIIPaBXKHIO PajicTh, Ky Icyc gapye a5 Hac, HaM CJif MOA4IIUTUCA Helo 3 iHuMu! Jlinguyuch
THUM, YUM Hac bor Tak 1eapo 06apyBaB, MM OTPUMAEMO Lie 6ilbIINH Aap — pajicTh, SKa €
TisibKU B Icyci XpucTi, HamoMy CrniacuteieBi. Ll pagicTh BuniuBae 3 BiiHOCUH i3 TuMm, xTo
HIKOJIM He 3MIiHI0€ThCH, 3 TUM, XTO Hac HiKOJIM He 3aJu1laE, 3 HauM ['ocriogoM Icycom
Xpucrowm, CnacureJieM.

Y ueit pisfBAHUN Yac, NpUH/iMO B Halli LiepKBU i 0COBUCTO 3yCTPiHBMO Li}0 BEJIUKY PaLiCTh.
TopkHimMocs XKuTTenaliHoro Xpucra i riiM60Ko nepexuBIIy 110 3ycTpid 3 Hum, noginimocs
"Jlo6poto HoBHHOW" 3 THMH, KOr0O MU 3yCTPiYaEMO B HAIIOMY IMOBCSAKJEHHOMY KUTTI, i
CKaXiMo oZivH oiHOMY: "3 Hamu — Bor!"

Xpucmoc Poxcdaemubces!

+[IpeocBsamiennuii [1aBao Xomuunbkuii, YCBB
Enuckon CteMbopachKoi emapxii

+ [IpeocsienHuit AHApii Pa6iit
Anoctoncbkuii AaminictpaTtop @inagensdificbkoi Apxuenapxii

+[IpeocBsauieHHU BeHeJUKT ANleKCinuyK
€nuckon Yikasbkoi enapxii ceaToro Mukosas

+[IpeocBsanienunit borgan Jlanuio (aemop)
€nuckon [lapMcbkoi enapxii cesaToro Mocadara

+[IpeocBsauenHui IBan Bypa
Enuckon-Ilomivnuk Pinagenboiicbkui
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