The Liturgy of Vespers and the Presanctified Divine Liturgy, Part Two — March 2019

Nevertheless, repentance must begin, even if our steps are weak and stumbling, even when we are
not be able to answer these questions perfectly. St. John Chrysostom (+ AD 407) testifies that in his
time the next part of Vespers, Psalm 140/141, is prayed daily. He mentions that this psalm (together
with Ps. 141 /142, 129 /130, and 116, 117) is not only appropriate for this time of day, since it is an
evening hymn (let my prayer riselike incense...thelifting up of my handslike an evening sacrifice), but
he also calls it a saving and healing medicine. In the ancient world incense was used to purify and it is
consumed or sacrificed upon the burning charcoal. The world is darkness and it is where we both bruise
and get bruised. We make the words of these psalms into our own prayer with sincerity while recalling
the faults and sins of the day gone by. We are forgiven our sins and healed by this medicinal psalm.
Like sugar that helps the medicine go down, we sing thelatter verses of this group of so-called Lamp-
lighting Psalms, withliturgical poetry that supplies the theme of the day, thus nourishing our often
anxious and ignorant minds that they may rest in and follow after our repentant hearts. One modern
author writes, “This incense reminds us of the acceptability of our worship to God — through Christ,
we now have access to the Father, and He accepts our praises since we offer them to Him as disciples
of His Son. The fragrant incense we smell as these psalms and hymns are sung remind us of our exalted
status in Christ.”

Our purification and prayerslead us to receive Christ, the Light of the world. The main chandelierin
church islit together with all thelights.

The Pascha/Passover of our Lord from death to Life ever comes through at each Vespers: “The Light
shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:5)

He is the true God Who enlightens (i.e., saves) everyone who comes into the world (John 1:9). The
light of Christ is salvation, and it is first received as our journey begins in baptism and chrismation
(confirmation). Since the Presanctified Divine Liturgy was originally also a time of training people
who were preparing for the Holy Mysteries of Initiation, this truth is even more highlighted when the
priest declares “Thelight of Christ enlightens everyone!” In Constantinople, these words were the
signal for all thelamps in the church to belit. Thus, at Vespers we renew our Christian commitment, we
profess our desire continue the journeylaid out for us by our baptismal promises.
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Yes, I choose to give myself permission to engage mylife with Hislife. Yes, I submit to His rescue
mission. Yes, I am willing to allow mylifestyle to include and embrace His new reality of my freedom
from darkness to the fullest.

Therefore, our Christian ancestors wouldlight alamp as daylight declined and offer eucharist, that
is to say, thanksgiving, to the risen Christ. He is reigning in His Kingdom — ever present, working in and
illumining the world.

As believers we respond to thelight of Christ, to His work of saving us, by offering ceaseless prayers
of thanksgiving to God.

Explaining the Evening Hymn of Thanksgiving (0 Tranquilly Joyful Light — Svitlo tykhe), Saint Basil
the Great, who was born to eternallife in AD 379, already then called it “ancient”, dating back to the
time when the faithful would recite it every evening when thelamp was brought in to providelight for
the evening until everyone went to bed. He writes, “Our fathers thought that they should welcome the
gift of eveninglight with something better than silence, so they gave thanks as soon as it appeared.

We cannot say who composed these words of thanksgiving at thelighting of thelamps, but the people
use these ancient words.” In the church in Jerusalem, thelight was brought in, not from the outside
(the usual custom), but from thelamp that burned perpetually before the Lord's Tomb.

As believers we respond to thelight of Christ, by joining in the sacrifice of Christ, our God. On
Saturdays and feast days, this is done at the Divine Liturgy which is celebrated on the next morning.
The Lord speaking through the deacon commands us: “With the fear of God and with faith [andlove]
approach.” On the weekdays of the Great Fast, we do not delay. The Lord speaking through the deacon
invites us: “Come [to receive].” The Eucharist breaks the fast, so that we may go home and eat our
main meal of the day.

And thus, in our Lenten journey, the flip side of not celebrating a consecration of offered gifts at a
Divine Liturgy is not only the serving of a part of Vespers, but even more importantly, the fulfillment of
our need to partake of the most Holy Eucharist in order to sustain and bring about our change of heart
in repentance.

This is not only a natural way to end Lenten evening prayer, but it also consciously carries to heart
the message that my journey of repentance, whether during the Great Fast or during my entirelife on
earth, — my ability to answer the above Big Question in a positive and healthy andlifegiving way - is
something that I cannot ever accomplish on my own strength.

I need the Lord’s most intimate presence, in His Eucharist, that my repentance — my change of heart
— may come into existence, take root and bear fruit.
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We will continue reflecting upon the meaning of Presanctified and/or Vespers in the April 2019
installment, but in the meantime if your parish has already restored the Divine Worship Services of the
Presanctified and/or Vespers, then the Church encourages you to attend. You can alsolearn how to
pray Vespers at home. Itis a beautiful, peaceful service that will help you to be a better Christian and
prepare you, so that your Life in Christ will be more holy and rewarding. Many of us are busy, indeed,
and when the temptation for us busy people to reduce our church-going only to the Divine Liturgy
(either on Saturday evenings or Sunday mornings) presents itself we easily fall for it. Let us fight this
temptation by not under-appreciating Vespers or the Presanctified. Even though “the ruler of this
world” wants us to do so,let us not fall into his trap of considering services other than the Divine
Liturgy as relatively unimportant, simply because we are busy.
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Bce X TaKu, NOKasHHA MyCUTb PO3MOYaTUCS, HABiTh AKWO HaLi KPOKM cabKi i CNOTUKAOTLCS,
HaBiTb AKLWO MM He 3MOXeMO JOCKOHaNo BifnoBicTK Ha Ui nuTaHHA. CB. IBaH 3onotoycTuin (+ 407
p.b.) cBipunTh, WO B MOro Yacax B HACTYNHiN YacTuHi BeuwipHoi JliTyprii, monunucsa cnoBamm 140/141
Mcanma. BiH 3ragye, wo uei ncanom (pasom 3 fc. 141/142, 129/1301 116, 117) He TiNbKW NIAXOAMUTb
LbOMY YaCi AHA, OCKINbKK Lie BeUipHsA NicHA (Hexal HanpaBuUTbCA MONMTBA MOs nepep To6olo, Have
Kaguno ... NiJHOWEHHSA PyK MOiX, AK }XepTBa BeYipHA), ane BiH TaKOX HA3WBAE LI0 MONUTBY CMACaYot0
i NiKyBaNnbHOI MeAMULMHOI. Y CTapoAaBHbOMY CBiTi 1ajjaH BUKOPUCTOBYBABCA ANA OYMLEHHSA NOBITPS,
i iiloro npuHocunu, To6TO XKepTBYBaNM, Ha Nanatoyomy Byrinni. CBiT - Le TeMpABA i came B LibOMY
cepefoBULLi Mi abo 3aBAAEMO a0 OAEPIKYEMO PaHM rPiXoBHi. My WwmMpocepaeyHo NPUCBOKEMO C0BA
LMX NCaNMiB NePeTBOPIOIOYM iX B HALLY 0COOUCTY MONUTBY, 3rafilyl0uM HaLi NOMUJIKM i TPiXu 3 MUHYNOTO
AHA. HaMm npowatoTbcsa Hawi rpixv i Tak MU 3LiNsEMOCS LM NikyBanbHKUM ncanom. MoaibHo [o conopkoro
LYKPY, AKMit LONOMArae ripkiin MefuUMHI CNyCKATMCA, MU CMiBAEMO OCTAHHI BipwWi L€l rpynu Tak 3BaHUX
“CBITUNBbHMYHIX NcanmiB”, noaaroym NiTYprinHy Noesi€t, KOTPA OXONJIOE TEMY [IHSA, TUM CAMUM XUBAAYY
HalWi YacTo 3aTPUBOXEHi i HEOCBiYeHi yMu, W06 BOHM BifNOYMAK i CligyBany 3a HaWMMKU PO3KASHUMMU
cepusmu. OanH cyydacHuit aBTop nuwe: “Llei nagaH Haragye HaM WO Hawe 60ronoYnUTaHHA NoJ00aETLCS
BoroBgi - yepe3 XpucTa, Mu Tenep maemo goctyn ao 0Tus, i BiH npuitMae Hawi noxeanu, OCKiNbKM My
npuHocumo ix Momy, sk yuennkn Moro CuHa. 3anax apoMaTHOro Kaguna npu TOMy IK MM CMiBAEMO L
ncanmu i NicHi, NiATBEPAXYE HaM Haly NifHeceHy W BO3BeNUYeHy rigHicTe y Xpucri.”

Hawe o4nwweHHA i MONUTBM CNOHYKAOTb Hac NpuinHATK Xpucta, CBiTno cBiTy. [0N0BHe NaHikaguno B
LLepKBi OCBITNIOETLCSA Pa30M 3 yCiMa CBiTNAMM i CBIYKAMMU.

Macxa / Mepexip Haworo locnopaa Bif cmepTi Ao KuUTTA npomeHie Ha KOXHii BeyipHin JliTyprii:
“CBiTno cBiTUTL y TEMPABI, i TeMpsABa ioro He nonHana” (IeaH 1:5)

boxectBeHHOT JliTyprii, He0OXigHO NPUIAHATM yYacTb abo Ha JliTyprii BeyipHi abo Ha JliTyprii YTpeHi.

BiH € icTuHHMM Borom, skuit npocBivye (TO6TO p'ATYE, cnacae) KOXHOro, XTo npuxoauTs y cBiT (IBaHa
1:9). CBiTno Xpucra - e cnaciHHsA, i BOHO BNeplle NpUAMAETbCA, TOAT KOMM Hala NOJOPOX NOYUHAETHCA Y
CBATOMY XpelueHHi i muponomasaHnHi. Ockinbku boxectserHa Jlitypris MNepepocBayeHnx [apis cnoyatky
Oyna TaKoX YacoOM BULWKONEHHSA NlOAeN, AKi roTyBanucs npuinHati CeaTi TaiHcTBa BTaeMHMYEHHS, U
npaBfa e Ginblie NigKpecnoeTbCs, KONKU CBALLEHUK 3aaBnse: “CBiTno Xpucrtose npocsiuae Bcix!” Ha
nityprii B Llapropogi ue 6yn0 3HaKoM 106 3acBiTUAM BCi CBITUNbHUKM B XpaMi. TaKUM YMHOM, Ha BeyipHiit
MU BiJHOBJIIOEMO CBOE XPUCTUAHCbKE 3000B'A3aHHS, iCNOBiIYEMO CBOE OaXaHHA C/igyBaTM AOPOroto
BM3HAYEHOI HAM HaWMMK 06iTaMMN XpeLLeHHs.
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Tak, 2 Bupiwue patu cobi 4o3Bin wWob Moe xuTTA nepennitanocs 3 Moro xuttam. Tak, a 6axarn
nigkoputucsa Momy B Moro micii meHe cnactu. Tak, s roTOBMit LO3BOAUTY CBOEMY CNOCOOY XKUTTH
BKOYMTU Moro HOBY peanbHicTb XUTTA y cBo6OAi Big TempsBu!

Tomy Hali XpUCTUAHCKI NpefiKW 3anantoBanun 6 CBiITUNbHUKMW, KON leHHE CBITNO0 3HMXKYBANOCA i
NPUHOCUAW XePTBY EBXapUCTii, TO6TO, 6naroro fapy BAAYHOCTI-NOAAKM, BOCKpecnomy XpucTy. Bi uapioe
y cBOeMy LlapcTBi - npucyTHIN, Jit04mnii i NPOCBIYYIOYMIA Y LIbOMY CBITI.

Sk Bipyloui, M1 pearyemo Ha cBiTno Xpucta, Ha Moro cnacatouy aisnbHicT, xepTsyloun Nomy
be3nepepBHY MONUTBY NOAsKK boroBi.

MosacHtotoumn BeyipHio MicHio bnarogapenHs (Ceite Tuxuit — CBitno Tuxe), cB. Bacunin Benunkun,
KU HapoauBCA y BiyHe XuTTA 379 p.b., BXXe Tofi Ha3BaB ii “gpeBHOI” W0 NOXOANUTL 3 TUX YaCiB KOU
KOXXHOTrO Be4opa BHOCM/IM namnapy o6 3abe3neynTy CBiTNO HA BeYip, NOKW BCi He narnu cnaTu. BiH
nuwe: “Hawi oTyi BBaXKanw, Wo BOHW NMOBWUHHI NPUBITATM Aap BEYIPHbOTO CBITNA 3 YUMOCH KpaLLKUM, HixX
3BMYANHOIO TULIMHOK, OTXKE BOHM CNiBaNM NiCHIO NOAAKM, AK TiIbKM BOHO NOABAANOCA. MU He MOXEMO
CKa3aTu, XTO CKN1aB Ui CNoBa MOAAKM NpK 3anaNtoBaHHi namn, ane Nogu BUKOPUCTOBYIOTL Ui APEBHI
cnoBa.” 3BMYANHO CBiTNO BHOCMNM 330BHi, ane B LiepKBi B Epycanumi cBitno 6panu Big TOro BOrHo, WO
nocTiitHo ropino nepep locnoaHim rpo6om.

Ak BipytoYi MM pearyemo Ha CBiTN0 XpUCTOBE, NPUERHYIOYMCH A0 XepTBu Xpucta, bora Haworo. Mo
cy6oTax i cBATax Le poouTtbcs Ha boxecTBeHHIN JIiTyprii, Aka cyXMTbCA HAaCTyNHOTO paHKy. focnoas,
NPOMOBASAIOYM Yepe3 ANAKOHA, Hakalye HaM: “3i ctpaxom boxum i Bipoto [i no6oB’0] npuctynits”. Y
OyaHi Benukoro MocTy M1 He 3aTPMMYEMOCS aX 1O PaHKY aje Be Toro Beyopa [ocnoab, NPpOMOBASAOYM
yepes AMAKOHA, 3anpowye Hac: “Mpuctynite!”

I, TakKUM YMHOM, cepes HaWOi BEIMKONOCHOT MOJOPOXKi, 3BOPOTHUIA BiK TOTO WO MU He CBATKYEMO
OCBAYEHHSA [JapiB NPUHOWEHMUX B XXepTBY Ha boxxecTBeHHi JIiTyprii - Lie He TINIbKK Te WO MU CAYKUMO
yacTuHy BeuipHoi JliTyprii, ane, wWo e BaXxnuBille, NEPeXXMBAEMO CMOBHEHHS HaWOi HEOOXifgHOCTI
3anpuyawaTmcs HanceATiWwoi EBxapucTii Wob NiATPUMATH i 3aBEPIINTY 3MiHY CEPUS HALWMM MOKASHHSAM.

Lle He TinbKu NpUPOAHMIA CNOCIO 3aKiHYUTM BEYiIpHIO MONUTBY, afe i CBiAOMO Hece B Cobi focepaeyHy
AYMKY NPO Te, WO MOS NOJOPOX NOKAAHHSA, - YM To nif vac Benukoro MocTy, 4n NpoTAroM BCbOro MOro
XWUTTS Ha 3eMNi, -  MOS 30aTHICTb BiANOBICTU Ha BULLEBKA3aHe Bennke MMMTaHHA B NO3UTUBHOMY i
340POBOMY 1 XUTTEAANHOMY WAAXY - L€ WOCh, WO A HIKONN HE MOXY AOCATTU CBOIMU BAACHUMU CUNAMM.

MeHi noTpi6Ha Hali6inbwWw iHTUMHA NpUcyTHicTL Tocnoaa, B Moro €xapucTii, w06 MOE NOKasHHA - MO
3MiHa cepus - MO BUHUKHYTU, BKOPEHUTUCSA i NPUHECTU NIOAN.
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Mwu 6yaemo NpofoBKyBaTW Po3ayMyBaTh Hapg 3HadiHHAM JliTyprii Npepenocesayenux [Lapis i/abo
BeuipHoi JliTyprii B KBiTHEBIN YacTUHi 2019 poKy, ane AKLWO BMixy4aci y Bawii napadii Bxxe BiAHOBNEHO
cnyxutu Jlityprito NepepocesyeHnx [apis i/ab6o BevipHto Jlityprito, Toni Liepkea 3a0xo4ye Bac Ao
yyacTi. MoXHa TaKoX BUBYMTM K MONMUTUCA BeyipHeto Baoma. Lle npekpacHa, cnokiitHa cnyxo6a, sika
[IOMOMOXKEe BaM CTaBaTH KPaWMM XPUCTUAHUHOM i NifroTyBaTh HAC, Wob Hawe XuTTa y XpucTi 6yno
OiNblW CBATUM i KOPUCHKUM. baraTo XT0 3 HAC 3alHATI, 1 KOAU NPUXOAMUTL CMOKYCA ANA HAC 3AMHATUX
06MeXyBaTu Haly NpUCYTHICTb B LepkBi nuwe go boxectseHHoi JliTyprii (uu 10 B cy6oTHI Beyopy,
4M B HeJiNbHI paHKM), MU NETKO NOTPANIAEMO HA Take MUCIeHHs. Ham noTpibHo 6opoTucs 3 Takow
cnokycoto, HepouiHtoBaTy JliTyprito Nepepgoceayerux [apie i/a6o BeyipHio JliTyprito. He3Baxatouu Ha
Te, WO “npaBuTeNb Lboro CBiTy” Xxoue, WWob MM Tak pobunu, He BNafanMo B iOro NacTKy, AyMaloym Lo BCi
BorocnyxiHHa no3a boxecTBeHHot0 JIiTyprieto € BIAHOCHO HEBAXANBI, NPOCTO TOMY, O MU 3ANHATI.
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