
Humankind – the Crown of Creation 

Based on the above, Gregory of Nyssa teaches that the dignity of the human being lies in 
the fact that by its very nature humanity is higher than all creation, since it was created in 
the royal image of its creator and freely and with full authority rules over its desires. The 
dignity of humankind is in the image of God. The Lord himself preserves human dignity as 
inviolable and cares for the human being: 

 Who else is there that ministers to you more faithfully than I? All creation I created to 
serve you; the heaven and the earth serve you: the one with its moisture, the other with its fruits. 
For your sake the sun serves with its light and with its warmth, and the moon and the stars lighten 
the night. For your sake the clouds nourish the earth with rain, and the earth brings forth all 
manner of grasses with their seeds and the trees with their fruits to serve you. For your sake the 
rivers bear fish and the wastes rear beasts. (#120)
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