
Biblical  Sources 
Mt. 16: 13-19 

When Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi he asked his disciples, "Who do people 
say that the Son of Man is?" They replied, "Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter 
said in reply, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." Jesus said to him in reply, "Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly 
Father. And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven." 
Jn. 10: 7-18 

So Jesus said again, "Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came 
[before me] are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever 
enters through me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. A thief comes only 
to steal and slaughter and destroy; I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly. 
I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. A hired man, who is not 
a shepherd and whose sheep are not his own, sees a wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs 
away, and the wolf catches and scatters them. This is because he works for pay and has no concern 
for the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and I know mine and mine know me, just as the Father knows 
me and I know the Father; and I will lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not 
belong to this fold. These also I must lead, and they will hear my voice, and there will be one flock, 
one shepherd. This is why the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up 
again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own. I have power to lay it down, and 
power to take it up again. This command I have received from my Father." 

 
Jn. 10: 25-30 

Jesus answered them, "I told you and you do not believe. The works I do in my Father's name 
testify to me. But you do not believe, because you are not among my sheep. My sheep hear my 
voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish. No 
one can take them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and 
no one can take them out of the Father's hand. The Father and I are one." 
 
Jn. 14: 1-12 

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me. In my Father's 
house there are many dwelling places. If there were not, would I have told you that I am going to 
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back again and take 
you to myself, so that where I am you also may be. Where (I) am going you know the way." Thomas 
said to him, "Master, we do not know where you are going; how can we know the way?" Jesus said 
to him, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. f 
you know me, then you will also know my Father. From now on you do know him and have seen 
him.” Philip said to him, "Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us." Jesus said to 
him, "Have I been with you for so long a time and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has 
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Do you not believe that I am 



in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own. The 
Father who dwells in me is doing his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me, or else, believe because of the works themselves. Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes 
in me will do the works that I do, and will do greater ones than these, because I am going to the 
Father. 
 
Jn. 16: 7-15 

But I tell you the truth, it is better for you that I go. For if I do not go, the Advocate will not 
come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes he will convict the world in 
regard to sin and righteousness and condemnation: sin, because they do not believe in me; 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will no longer see me; condemnation, 
because the ruler of this world has been condemned. "I have much more to tell you, but you cannot 
bear it now. But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth. He will not speak 
on his own, but he will speak what he hears, and will declare to you the things that are coming. He 
will glorify me, because he will take from what is mine and declare it to you. Everything that the 
Father has is mine; for this reason I told you that he will take from what is mine and declare it to 
you. 
 
Jn. 17: 11-23 

And now I will no longer be in the world, but they are in the world, while I am coming to you. 
Holy Father, keep them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one just as we 
are. When I was with them I protected them in your name that you gave me, and I guarded them, 
and none of them was lost except the son of destruction, in order that the scripture might be fulfilled. 
But now I am coming to you. I speak this in the world so that they may share my joy completely. I 
gave them your word, and the world hated them, because they do not belong to the world any more 
than I belong to the world. I do not ask that you take them out of the world but that you keep them 
from the evil one. They do not belong to the world any more than I belong to the world. Consecrate 
them in the truth. Your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I sent them into the world. 
And I consecrate myself for them, so that they also may be consecrated in truth. "I pray not only 
for them, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, so that they may all be one, 
as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be in us, that the world may believe that 
you sent me. And I have given them the glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are one, 
I in them and you in me, that they may be brought to perfection as one, that the world may know 
that you sent me, and that you loved them even as you loved me. 
 
Jn. 21: 16-19 

He then said to him a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, 
Lord, you know that I love you." He said to him, "Tend my sheep." He said to him the third time, 
"Simon, son of John, do you love me?" Peter was distressed that he had said to him a third time, 
"Do you love me?" and he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you." 
(Jesus) said to him, "Feed my sheep. Amen, amen, I say to you, when you were younger, you used 
to dress yourself and go where you wanted; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, 
and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go." He said this signifying 



by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when he had said this, he said to him, "Follow 
me." 
Ac. 4: 32 

The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one claimed that any of his 
possessions was his own, but they had everything in common. 
 
Rm. 12: 3-21 

Do not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you 
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect. For by the grace given 
to me I tell everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than one ought to think, but to 
think soberly, each according to the measure of faith that God has apportioned. For as in one body 
we have many parts, and all the parts do not have the same function, so we, though many, are one 
body in Christ 3 and individually parts of one another. Since we have gifts that differ according to 
the grace given to us, let us exercise them: if prophecy, in proportion to the faith; if ministry, in 
ministering; if one is a teacher, in teaching; if one exhorts, in exhortation; if one contributes, in 
generosity; if one is over others, with diligence; if one does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. Let 
love be sincere; hate what is evil, hold on to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; 
anticipate one another in showing honor. Do not grow slack in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the holy 
ones, exercise hospitality. Bless those who persecute (you), bless and do not curse them. Rejoice 
with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Have the same regard for one another; do not 
be haughty but associate with the lowly; do not be wise in your own estimation. Do not repay 
anyone evil for evil; be concerned for what is noble in the sight of all. If possible, on your part, live 
at peace with all. Beloved, do not look for revenge but leave room for the wrath; for it is written, 
"Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." Rather, "if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he 
is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head." 
Do not be conquered by evil but conquer evil with good. 
 
II Cor. 13: 11-13 

Finally, brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one another, live 
in peace, and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All 
the holy ones greet you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the holy Spirit be with all of you. 
 

http://nccbuscc.org/nab/bible/romans/romans12.htm#foot3

